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PAINT AND SIP —Jom the Hill Cn‘y Ar’rs CounC|I for a
paint and sip party this Sunday, Jan. 11, and Monday,
Jan. 12 at With the Wind Winery in downtown Hill City.
The event starts at 1 p.m. both days. [Al Generated Artwork]

Thanks for saying
you saw

it in the Western
Trader!

)
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Pel ot the Week

Meet Buster! He
was born Feb. 16.
He is a Lab mix,
is neutered and
up to date on
shots. He is very
high energy.
Buster does know
some commands
and he gets along
with other dogs.

All ‘Pet of the Week’ listings are available for adoption at the
Battle Mountain Humane Society.
27254 Wind Cave Rd., Hot Springs, SD.
605-745-SAVE (7283)

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

605-673-5885 14 W Mt. Rushmore Rd., Custer, SD
"IWe can help you find a home too!"

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the

tanks at.home. "; »
'f"

prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.91bs. with a standard battery

Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen.
At just under 3 Ibs.} Inogen® lightweight and compact
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

SM250015 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen,

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS‘p ;S

605-673-2629
Serving the Black Hills Area

[R for 100 years £

GREAT NEW PRICE! 3- |
BED, 2-BATH HOME ON
7.75 ACRES — Borders
USFS Land Enjoy this rare
property featuring: 3-bed- ¥
room, 2-bath home with |4
comfortable living spaces
and scenic views, situated
on 7.75 acres of meadow
and scattered timber that Borders U.S. Forest Service land -
ride, hike, and explore right from your property. The Classic
old barn, 3 stall stable barn, wood post & barbless fence
make this the perfect new home for your horses. 1918 Vin-
tage log cabin adds rustic charm and endless possibilities.
Don't miss out on this one. MLS# 85664 New Great Price
at $510,000.00.

Ron Bradeen
605-381-2629

f 13639 HWY 40 - 11.42 ACRES ON

Carol Wood
605- 440 0466

Anne Fuchs
605 673 1177

BATTLE CREEK. ONCE-IN-A-GENER- [
ATION OPPORTUNITY! Offered for the [
first time in over 30 years, this stunning
11.42-acre estate borders Hwy 40 and
features the tranquil flow of Battle Creek
running the full length of the property.The
showpiece is an exquisite 3-level, 2,540+
sq. ft. all-log home, meticulously crafted
to impress even the most discerning
buyer. Complementing the residence is a brand-new, deluxe 2,080 sq. ft.
shop—complete with living quarters, a % bath, kitchenette, and fully finished
interior with heated silicone-over-concrete floors and three overhead doors.
It’s the ultimate man cave for collectible vehicles, motorcycles, and more.
Adding to the charm and history of this extraordinary retreat are several
beautifully preserved original structures, including an old-time livery stable,
garage, barn, and a historic stone fireplace gazebo. Imnmediate possession
available. High-end furnishings and art are negotiable. A truly rare find—
this property has long been admired. MLS #81475 Offered at $1,950,000.
For more information, call or text: Anne Fuchs - 605-673-1177, Carol
Wood - 605-440-0466, or Ron Bradeen @ 605-381-2629 MLS# 85664

MOTIVATED  SELLERS!!
THE RIGHT INVESTMENT
ON A PERFECT SLICE OF
BLACK HILLS LAND!!! This
is a great opportunity to fulfill
that desire and own +-2.14
acres located in the South
Park  Subdivision!  Light
covenants as to where your
seasonal or year round cabin/home can be a minimum of 1000
sq.ft. or you can do RV/camping for up to 6 months. Stay for the
nice summers and enjoy the trails for ATV, Hiking or Horseback
riding. The Mickelson trail is just a few minutes away. Centrally
located between Custer City and Hot Springs. There is electric to
the lot and fiber optic. It is fenced on one side. You can contact
Southern Black Hills Water Dist. on the availability and cost for
rural water. Land is still one of the best investments! MLS#81656
$105,930 Call Anne for more information at 605-673-1177.

SIGNIFICANT PRICE REDUCTION
- PRIME COMMERCIAL PROP- |
ERTY! 104 W. Mt. Rushmore Road.
Don’t miss this incredible investment
opportunity in one of the Black Hills’
most visited destinations! Located at
the high-traffic corner of HWY 16 & :
HWY 385, this .63-acre commercial | =
lot features a 2,280 sq. ft. building—

perfect for your next business venture. Ideal for an oil change or
mechanic garage, ATV, bicycle, or car rental, or any number of
business ideas—the possibilities are endless! Current income-
producing car wash on site allows you to earn revenue while uti-
lizing or leasing out the rest of the space. Includes ample parking
and excellent visibility in a booming tourist corridor. Now offered
at $425,000 MLS#85509. Call or text Carol at 605-440-0466 for
more details or to schedule a showing.

Our
deadline
IS
Friday by
o pm
for the
following
week’s
Wednesday
paper
edition!

Life

Plus — you

asked for — plus your

6236-0625

Protection your loved ones deserve ...

GUARANTEED
up to $30,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Imagine what $30,000.00 could
mean to your family after you're
gone — cash to help pay your funeral,
medical bills or other final expenses.

- Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85
* No medical exam, no health questions
e Lock in your rate for life

Find out how affordable
this coverage can be —
Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-855-205-3532

LifeS5plus.

Il also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

Here's the Insurance Kit you

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years.
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K;

Insurance

info/Custer

ny Fiual, Wishes
pLANNER
A guide for MY or my loved ones

TN: L770TN).

SCAN QR CODE TO
SEE THIS WEEK'S
FEATURED
PROPERTY

+25.5 ACRES +$1,690,000 -CUSTER, SD -4400 SQ FT
Main-floor living. No covenants. Convenient
location just outside Custer City. In-floor
radiant heat and propane furnace. Guest

quarters just off main home.
3-stall garage. 46x56 shop with apartment.

Attached 14 W Mt. Rushmore Rd., Custer, SD

DestinationBlackHills.com 605-673-5885
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

605-673-2217

= -
" STEELE
\ Collision & Glass

Our Families Thank Yours for Your Patronage
For Now Over 20 Years!

WellrulyzAppreciatellt!

* All Insurance Companies Welcome « Windshield Repair & Replacement
"l']-:v‘” eSS Ue )r':;,xr,‘,-:, » Certified Al i - A:“"?"I‘ .

1025 Crook St., Custer ® 605-673-3443

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISEITIN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217

HELP WANTED:

CUSTER SENIOR
CENTER BOARD OF
DIRECTORS is accepting
resumes for the full-time
position of Custer Senior
Center Director. The pri-
mary duties are grant-
request writing, finances,
and facility management.
Experience with
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary
dependent upon related

experience. For more infor-
mation send an email to

cscdirvac@gmail, or call
605-673-2708. Custer
Senior Center is an equal

employment  opportunity
employer. 11 1tinc
FOR RENT:

TWO BED, ONE BATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.

$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 7tin

THREE BEDROOM, ONE
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 8tinc

SPACIOUS ONE-BED-
ROOM UNFURNISHED
APARTMENT FOR RENT.
Great location, atmosphere
and views. Call 605-673-

You cansay A LOT

1531. 13

2ifnc

ONE AND TWO BED-
ROOM efficiency apart-
ments. All utilities paid, WiFi
Roku TV, two vehicles per
unit. Dogs allowed. Contact
605-440-0370. 124p

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 1 1tfnc

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILABLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.

BUSINESS SPACE:

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Old World Plaza on
Main Street, Hill City. Call
605-574-4635.

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN

2 1tfnc

10 1tfnc

DEADLINE:
Friday at 5 p.m.

PRICE:

PAYMENT:

605-673-2217

$10.00 for 15 words,
15¢,word over that

522 Mt. Rushmore Rd.

ERROR RESPONSIBILITY:
Customers are asked to check their ad
immediately after publication and

report at once any error found.

Claims for adjustment should be made
at that time. The newspaper is responsible

for an incorrect ad only the first time it runs,
so check your ad carefully.

BRINGING BUYERS & SELLERS TOGETHER

A SMALL SPACE FOR
RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food
service qualified (former
ice cream/antique shops).
Available immediately.
NOW IS THE TIME.
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.

9 1tfnc

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
storage units. New
Construction. Close to
Custer. 605-673-4701.

6 1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 units.
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.
SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,

4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.

3 1tf

4 1tf

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 5 1

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-

ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad

with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

N
= South Dakota =
motatewidegy
Bl Classifieds EH

AUCTIONS:

DOUBLE J FARMS
52ND Annual Simmental,

SimAngus Bull & Bred

Female Sale. LIVE:
DVAuction.com Noon,
Friday, Jan 23 @
Garretson, SD Kipp
Julson 605-351-9088
doublejsimmentals.com
FOR SALE:.

FOR SALE: Boston
Terrier puppies. Very

cute. Health guaranteed.
Ready to go Jan. 15th.
$500.00. First come/first
serve. Hot Springs, SD.
715-937-0916.

NOTICES:.

ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.

in a small space
atlittle cost!
SOUTH DAKOTA
DISPLAY NETWORK

Advertise across South Dakota!

L4
Call this newspaper or 800-658-3697.

7/
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N
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Thanks for saying
you saw

NEVER WATCH ANOTHER COMMERCIAL DURING
YOUR FAVORITE PRIMETIME SHOWS

it in the
Western Trader!

High-Speed Internet $49.99/mo
FREE DISH Voice Remote
wee . Streaming Included - Live TV on 5 Devices

Free Next-Day Installation*

'WHIIA'I'E THE DIGITAL WORLD WITH US!

Thousands of On-Demand Shows & Movies
NFL RedZone available with Multi-Sport Pack

=300
N —

N

October 2025: 585,000 hits
September 2025: 426,000 hits

LR
August 2025: 282,000 hits ‘Now” 1-855-769-1414

Your ad!

Our website!
Hundreds of thousands
of unique ad impressions
every month!

Classified Ad Form - Deadline - 5 p.m. Friday

| |
| |
| |
A“ for one I Classified Ad Category List Date I
| Circle One |
lnw monthly pnce! | |Announcements Horses, Livestock Name |
| Antiques Lawn and Garden I
S SEESS e — e 1 Appliances Lost and Found Address I
- S Arts and Craft Misc. for Sale
myblackhiuscountry com [ Pty Mobile Homes 1
: * _ 1 | Auto Pants, Repair Motorcycles |
: : 1 |Boats Personal Bfoses |
Busi O i Pet dS li
Contact Kate today to discuss YOUR options! : moeepadvagagi i ot — :
Real E nseruon pvates:
chroniclewriter2@gmail.com I [Famandhanch e, Vehides l
call or text: 605-440-1248 1| Firewood Rentals !
1 |Flea Markets Services |
1 | Fumiture Sporting Goods |
| |Garage Sales - Wanted |
0
| Help Wanted Other I
““e W“l claSSIﬁed Ad I DIRECTIONS: Write your ad below, one word per line. Remember, make sure your ad includes a phone number. Garage Sale I
I ads need to include date, time, location and directions (if your location is difficult to find). I
| |
Stand Out from the Rest! : — —— —— ——————— |
| |
Addaphototoyour |} 7 T T T TE o T E T
| |
CIaSSiﬁed ad fOI' On.ly $10 : 15 $10.00 16 $10.15 17 $10.30 18 $10.45 19 $10.60 20 $10.75 21 $10.90 :
| |
You must Prm},’de the PbOtO . Pre/)ayment requimj : 22 $11.05 23 $11.20 24$11.35 25 $11.50 26 $11.65 27 $11.80 28 $11.95 :
S ath | |
To ensure publication, your ad and photo | 1 I
/ ? I 29812.10 30 $12.25 31 $12.40 32 $12.55 33 $12.70 34 $12.85 35 $13.00 I
must be received by Fridaysat 5 p.m. | 1 |
CUSTER COUNTY : 36 $13.15 37 $13.30 38$13.45 39 $13.60 40 $13.75 41 $13.90 42 $14.05 :
| |
: 43 $14.20 44 $14.35 45 $14.50 46 $14.65 47 $14.80 48 $14.95 49 $15.10 :
| |
e I Run my ad Weeks x $ =$ BO|d Type I
- I Credit Card/Billing Charge + 1 .00 Extra I
Bringing you the news for 127 years i Total 3 I
l Paid $ Cash Check # I
605_673_22 1 7 | Credit Card/Exp. Date No. |
| |
522 Mt. Rushmore Rd ¢ Custer, SD i I
L I B B B B B OB OB OB OB OOF R R R E B EFE O EFEFRFRFEFERFEFERERFEERFRTFRTFREFEEEEEEE ‘
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Freeman’s Electric

§Service Inc.

L Serving the Custer Area
FREE Estimates

24 Hour Answering Service
Your Call — Our Command

Custer — 673-3701
FINA
Jim Meyer,

Custer, SD
57730

CONSTRUCTION

Russ
Johnson
Construction

605-574-2881

ALPHA BUILDERS

O —
AUTO DETAILING

MOBILE CAR
— ~ ——,‘

DETAILING UNIT
SERVING
AFFER
. E\PFESS l\l Y

CUSTER, SD
PACKAGES
BETWEEN
860-8200!

ISIT US @
SCHAPI‘IRBXPR!SSAUTODETA!LING coM
AND BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION OR
PACKAGE TODAY!

CA (605)377-7803
EMAIL!SCI!\IFI&K\[ TODETAILING&GMAIL.COM

REAL ESTATE

k Buy or Sell
D with me!

|Broker/Owner 605 868 558 |

|sellmghlackhllls@gmall com

m® MLS, 2

WINDOWS & GLASS

Financial Planner

39 N. 4th Street FREEDOM HILLS

605-673-2367

BUILDER

Sme/utg{/ ...... (CIINESS

CONSTRUCTION

Talley Construction| (&
Dirt Work e Septic Tanks
Waterlines ¢ Road Grading
Dump Truck Service
FREE Estimates * 574-2155

EYE DOCTOR

Premier

—FAMILY EYECARE—
322 Mt. Rushmore Rd. * Custer
Walk-ins & New Patients Welcome

673-2716

Reasonable Rates Vision Sourcel
CIAL WATER WELL DRILLING
AAMS® :
. : ALEXANDER DRILLING INC.
}VW 605-574-2331

info@alexanderdrillinginc.com
* Water Well Drilling
* Pumping Systems and Service

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
associated with Raymond James

www.visionsource-custer.com [ <

Financial Services Inc.
Membcf FINRNS!PC

— el RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL
WWW. frccdomhlllswm com | www.alexanderdrillinginc.com

* Well Hydrofracturing

ACCOUNTING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP
Now Accepring W.E.A.V.E.
Women ESCAPING A VIOLENT ENVIRONMENT
New Cizents!
P.O. Box 729 Custer County
Outsourced Accounting, Payroll | custer, SD 57730 Sheriff
and Tax l’repinllon 673-8176
Contact Kati Re 24-Hour Crisis Line United g

o 673-HELP (4357) = :;]

Corsalr Acceunting, LLC | . e . com | Toll Free: 1-800-424-3574

e .GRAVE’_I.‘_ s
« Residential Construction 2y
* Construction Management | B"%%‘:&'ﬂ"'s
» Site Development :

26248 Lime Kiln Road

Pringle, S
c m@m
N CLIFF !
P 605-440-1031 sos-sss 5170

REAL ESTATE

Amanda Carlin

Your Southern Black Hills Realtor

605-440-7587 WX

PROPERTIES
blackhillssouthernrealty@gmail.com

Ba®

Thinking of selling? Curious to know what your land and home value are? Give me a call!
WELLNESS SPA BLASTING & CONTRACTOR
A-1 Drilling & Blasting

Development Blasting Residential
Ditch Lines Quarries
“Serving The Entire Black Hills Area”|

Fully Insured

Paul - 605-440-1201
Haylee - 605-228-0943
alphabuilders net

L"_/] CY

Float Tank * Cryo Therapy
Infrared Sauna * Red Light Therapy

Tanning * Pressotherapy
Massage Therapy Shawn Stiles
36 S. 6th St. » Custer * 605-673-2162 605-578-1991

REAL ESTATE

FLOORING

We Do Repairs,
. Restretches on
Flooring

Shanklins

-+ 12702 Miller Court Rd
(Off America Center Rd)

Custer * 605-673-2099
INVESTMENTS

Steve Engebrocht
Registered Representative & Investment Adviser Representative
0567441

One State Farm Plaza
Bloomington, liros 6570

Securities products made avalable through Ragistered Reprecentatives
of State Farm VP Management Corp. (SFYPMC). Advisary Senvices
made avalable theough State Farm Ivestment Marggement Cop
(SFINC) and its Investment Adviser Representatives. SFVPMC and
SFIVC are affilates.

VETERINARIAN

Fall River

Veterinary Clinic

HOT SPRINGS
Mon.—Sat. 8am-5pm
Wed. 8am-8pm * 605-745-3786
Emergency ¢ 605-745-3786
Dustin Brown, DVM « Kayla Brown, DVM

MOUy,.

Zrere
HANDYMAN

Appliances * Furnaces
Water Heaters & Service
Handyman Services

John Evans, Jr

Cell: 605-673-1600
Home: 605-673-3048
PRINT/COMPUTER

print@vectordpt.com

Vecter

DESIGN | PRINT | TECH
Your LOCAL Design & Print Shop!
COMPUTER UPGRADES & REPAIR
1164 Mt Rushmore Rd » Custer * 605-673-2740

HANDYMAN

Carr Electric Co. LLC

Rent this
space!

Only $1 1.00 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

OnIy $11 .00 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

ELECTRICIAN

Free

25 Years
f Estimates

experience

Licensed * Insured * Bonded

605-670-0996

ELECTRICIAN

| Iron Mountain Electric, LLC

Commercial * Residential * Farm & Ranch
Licensed & Insured Electricians, LOCALLY owned & operated in
Custer County since 2010 * Specializing in new custom homes, site

f development & consultation * Skid steer & Mini Excavator services
*Serving Custer & Fall River Counties
(

Aaron Hemingway *« 379 Main St., Pringle
605-673-5701

ironmtnelectric@gmail.com

Rent this
space!

Only

$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

HEATING & COOLING

Riddle’s Glass,
Rapid City

Stove Fronts/Entrances @ Exterior Patio Doors
Glass Replocement @ Residential Windows
Autornatic Doors ® Commexcial Windows
Mirrors & Shower Doors

936 E. St. Patrick * Rapid City, SD
605-343-4999 -« riddlesglass.com

Excavatlng
* Gravel -

HEATING & AC -

ﬂ’Ia

605611852957/

www.custerheatmg.com

Serving the
Southern Black Hills

OWNER3
Beb Brown

W@X@, 4

4

eCustom Design
* Competitive Pricing
*By Appointment Only

EXCAVATING*BASEMENTS*DIRT*GRAVEL-SEPTIC
Expect Honest Work and Fair Prices

Y. WNielsen Enterprises, LLG

8 Mark Nielsen + 24890 Sylvan Lake Rd, Custer
605-673-4701 » Cell: 673-1519

custer Heating

Sylvan Lake Road
Custer, SD

605.580.0183

www.kitchenshykarla.com
kitchensbykarla@gmail.com+* www.bertch.com

IntegrityRealty

“Your local, knowledgeable, Real Estate Agents”

il KEYSTONE

HANDYMEN

Contact us today!

605-574-4444 or 605-391-8373
www.landlotshomes.com

[

Rent this
space!

Only $11 .00 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Basements * Dirt Work
Septic Systems

CONSTRUCTION

“Your To-Do List Just Got Shorter"

Home Repairs * Remodeling
Painting * Carpentry * Assembly
Plumbing * Electrical * Drywall
Weather Proofing®* Trash Hauling
Miscellaneous Odd Jobs

Call for your free quote

(605) 415-6172

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Edward Jones

&A/C

Custer, SD 57730

Kris Zerbe, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Custom 605-673-4092

Designed
for your
Home

STONE & LANDSCAPING

DAKOTA STONE COMPANY

Landscaping

* Black Dirt

* Boulders

* Crushed Stone - 5 Colors

* Stonedust for Walkways

« Stepping Stone

* Retaining Walls

* Patio Stone

Building Stone

* Fireplace

* Qutside Veneer

Masonry Supplies

* Cement « Mortar Color « Other Supplies

Gravel Hauling

Sand for Power Line Construction
www.dakotastone.net

Visit our website for more pictures!

Kitchens
by Karla

Custer, SD 57730

Delivery

Available!

605-574-2760

Karla Haagenson  Owner

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Working together for your financial future.

Jared N. Slagle

Financial Advisor
605-673-4092

i

Witt’s Heating &

Air Conditioning, Inc.
104 South 9th -Custer

673-3212

Heating and Cooling
Service and Installation
Heat Pumps
Gas and Oil Furnaces
and Boilers

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Edward Jones
Invest in a way that shares
your values.

Let's map out your future together.
Mark A Koch
Financial Advisor

uuuuuuuu

edwardjones.com

RENT THIS
SPACE!

Only $34 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Business & Professional Ads are a great way for your business to not only get noticed, but to stay in
people’s minds when they need to utilize a local business service. “Out of sight out of mind.” Let’s

face it, if you aren’t reading the Custer County Chronicle or the Hill City Prevailer at lunch on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, you are not really going to know what’s going on. People depend on us for
all local news. Advertising is also a great way to reach potential new customers/clients and to boost your

business. Come in or call 605-673-2217 and we can help. We will even build you an ad at no extra charge!
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605-673-2217

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!

S—— | I—

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

El

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

A Gallery of dGifts Awaits!

Seven local artists, one gallery.

757 Mt. Rushmore Rd. e Custer, SD
312.505.4592

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for $32

(for retail business only)

S$S100
(normal price)

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for $32

(for retail business only)

$S100
(normal price)

Community theater groups meet modern challenges

By Kevin Killough
South Dakota News Watch

On a Tuesday night in
October, the Pierre Players
Community Theater held a
kickoff event for its 2026
season lineup. Supporters
and volunteers filled the
Grand Opera House in
downtown Pierre, the theater
group’s home, to see the
show.

In the spirit of fun and
creativity that are character-
istic of community theater,
Pierre Players held a mock
awards ceremony to an-
nounce the plays the group
has planned for the season.
Presenters dressed in suits
and gowns covered in glit-
tering sequins, got the audi-
ence laughing with their
jokes and handed the “win-
ners” plastic gold statues re-
sembling Academy Awards.

The “winners” were the
directors, co-directors and
assistant directors of the up-
coming shows. After receiv-
ing their mock awards, the
presenters interviewed them
about why the play was cho-
sen for the season, their
hopes for the project and
what challenges they face in
bringing it to the stage.

There are more than a
dozen local theater groups
active in South Dakota.
While the staff and volun-
teers find much joy in their
work, it’s a challenge to
keep community theater
alive. And some of those
troubles are mounting.

In a world where enter-
tainment is digital and on-
demand, it’s difficult to keep
audiences engaged with live
performances. Productions
can require hundreds of vol-
unteers who have full-time
jobs and kids to raise, and
community  volunteering
isn’t as ingrained in culture
as it once was. On top of all
that, the cost of the produc-
tions and the need to keep
ticket prices low stretch
budgets thin.

Despite these difficulties,
the people participating in
community theater also
speak of immense rewards
for themselves and the com-
munities they live in, and
that keeps them coming
back season after season for
more.

Season 20 of
Pierre Players

Community Theater

Besides promoting the
upcoming season, the Pierre
Players’ season kickoff event
was aimed at selling tickets
and soliciting donations. It
turned out to be a successful

evening for the group, and
by the end of the night,
they’d received thousands in
donations and sold a lot of
season passes.

The Pierre Players Sea-
son 20 performances include
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” a
play adapted from the
Robert Louis Stevenson
novella. In May, the group
will perform “Sylvia,” a
comedy about a couple that
adopts a dog, which is
played by a human. And in
July, they will perform
“1776,” a musical about the
events leading up to the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

This December the group
is performing “The Thanks-
giving Play,” written by
Larissa FastHorse, who'’s a
member of the Sicangu
Lakota Nation. She grew up
in Pierre and worked the
concession stand for Pierre
Players shows in high
school. She’s also the first
female Native American
playwright to produce a play
on Broadway.

“The Thanksgiving Play”
is about well-meaning but
culturally insensitive white
theater artists who attempt to
create a politically correct el-
ementary school play about
the first Thanksgiving while
struggling with their own bi-
ases and the lack of Native
representation.

Performances trigger a
sense of awe

Putting on these produc-
tions in the coming year will
demand a lot of hours from a
lot of volunteers. From that
donated time, the volunteers
said, comes a lot of personal
rewards and benefits to the
community.

Ashley Boone, president
of the Pierre Players Board
of Governors, said theater
has a positive psychological
impact on audiences. She
points to the research of
Dacher Keltner, a psycholo-
gy professor at the Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley.
Whereas much of psycholo-
gy studies unpleasant emo-
tions, Keltner’s work in pos-
itive psychology studies why
people experience pleasant
emotions.

His research looked into
the emotion of awe and
found that there are several
triggers that produce this
emotion, such as being
moved by kindness and
bravery, being swept up in a
group event and marveling
at visual designs and music.

“Theater touches on all of
them. I can point to probably
at least five or six of them
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that are probably present in
every experience people
have going to the theater.
And being able to provide
that in a small town in South
Dakota is kind of unparal-
leled,” Boone said.

Performances for

the community,

by the community

Brian Schultz,
artistic/managing director of
the Aberdeen Community
Theater, said one of the most
rewarding aspects of local
theater is its ability to bring
the community together.

“You’re taking a pile of
people — anywhere from
two people to 100 people —
and just endeavoring to all
get to the same place at the
same time. When you have a
wide variety of ages and a
wide variety of experience
trying to get them all to end
up in the same place, and
then when you see the fin-
ished product, there’s ...
there’s nothing that com-
pares,” Schultz said.

Linda Anderson, execu-
tive director of Theatre 605
Black Hills Playhouse, a
professional theater group,
participated in Pierre Players
when she was in high school
around 1980. She said she
knows a lot of professionals
that got their start in commu-
nity theater, but even for
those who don’t seek careers
in the craft, it creates social
connections in the communi-
ty.

“It’s that sense of belong-
ing. People want to be a part
of something. And there’s
that special dynamic that
happens when ensembles
come together. People get to
exchange talents and stretch
themselves in a way that
they don’t in their everyday
life,” Anderson said.

James Walker, artistic di-
rector emeritus for the Ab-
erdeen Community Theater,
has been involved with com-
munity theater for over four
decades. He served on the
American Association of
Community Theater for 16
years. Part of that time, he
served on the international
committee of the associa-
tion, so he’s seen community
theater nationally and inter-
nationally.

While all theater groups
have a lot in common, each
one is unique because
they’re a product of the com-

munity and they’re tailored
to the community the groups
are performing for, Walker
said.

“It’s so individual. Every
community theater is kind of
the same all around the
country, yet all of them are
different,” he said.

Passionate volunteers

While some community
theater groups are able to
hire some staff, the bulk of
the effort is done by volun-
teers.

Boone, with Pierre Play-
ers, said that the culture of
volunteering has changed
considerably from what it
was for previous genera-
tions. Groups like the Kiwa-
nis and Rotary Club struggle
to find volunteers today,
which used to be a common
outlet for the community.

“It seems like our society
has just really gone away
from that idea that we can
make our community better
by volunteering our time,”
Boone said.

Jesse Stroud, who is in-
terim office manager for the
Mitchell Area Community
Theater, said it is hard to
find those people willing to
donate their time to these
performances, but those who
do are exceptional people.

“When you’re not paying
people, it’s hard. But when
you do get good people, you
get passionate people. You
get people that are going to
stick with you and do a real-
ly good job,” Stroud said.

The Aberdeen Communi-
ty Theater just finished its
run of the “Sound of Music,”
which Schultz called a “mas-
sive endeavor.” Despite the
difficulty in bringing the
musical to the Aberdeen
stage, they had no trouble
finding the people with the
voice training to fill the
show’s roles, he said.

More than 80 people au-
ditioned, and there was so
much talent they could have
used them all. It was a chal-
lenge to whittle those 80
down to 35, he said.

Small budgets meet

mounting expenses

These local productions
also don’t come cheap.

Expenses include utili-
ties, set materials, costumes,
projectors, microphones and
lighting equipment, and
sometimes venue rentals. As
a community performance,

these costs have to be bal-
anced with the needs to keep
ticket prices low.

“The big challenge is
simply bringing the money
in and to continue to be able
to provide value to the peo-
ple that come and see our
shows. When they’re paying
a $35 ticket, you want to
give them $35 worth of val-
ue. You don’t want to give
them a $10 show,” Stroud
said.

The rights and royalties,
though they come at a dis-
count for local nonprofits,
are another major expense.
The rights to an off-Broad-
way play can cost $4,000 or
more. For something like the
“Wizard of Oz” or “Frozen,”
it can be $10,000 to $15,000.

Then, there can be addi-
tional costs, like buying the
music tracks and materials —
the scripts, books and sheet
music. And like everything
else, the costs for rights and
royalties have gone up in re-
cent years.

“We could probably af-
ford ‘Frozen’ if we charge
$90 a ticket. But in our mis-
sion, we do not charge above
$35,” Stroud said, adding
that due to various discounts,
the average ticket price is
lower than that.

The Mitchell Area Com-
munity Theater’s home is
the Pepsi-Cola Theatre for
the Performing Arts, which
needs upgrades to bring it in-
to compliance with the
American with Disabilities
Act, as well as repairs to the
roof. After an estimate for a
new roof came in at
$126,000, the group did
some repairs in order to pre-
vent more deterioration of
the roof or interior, the
Mitchell Republic reported.

To close the gap between
ticket sales and costs, these
theater groups rely on dona-
tions from individuals and
businesses in the communi-
ty.

Theater in a digital world

Theater today also comes
up against the changes of a

modern, digital world.
Boone said that there was a
time that promoting a com-
munity play was just a mat-
ter of printing up fliers and
hanging them around town.

Now promotions need
fancier designs and require
marketing strategies. Social
media has to be utilized, and
demographics have to be
considered to get the mes-
sage to the right people.

In previous generations,
community theater wasn’t
competing with a deluge of
on-demand entertainment.
Now, people feel more in
control of their own fulfill-
ment without connecting
with others, Boone said.

“That not only affects
people that we wish would
come out and volunteer, but
also people that would come
out and see the shows,”
Boone said.

The show must go on

While there are chal-
lenges, community theaters
across South Dakota contin-
ue to put on regular perform-
ances, and communities that
have the resources for it are
fortunate, Stroud said.

“Not everybody has that
opportunity to have a good
community theater, especial-
ly when you’re talking about
rural communities where
you know they can’t neces-
sarily support it,” he said.

For those who want to get
involved with community
theater, there’s always some
way to contribute, said
Boone with Pierre Players.
People can help with set
building, sewing costumes,
running concession stands,
operating sound and lighting
tech, ushering and promo-
tions.

“Whether being an actor
on stage with a small role to
being a stage hand, we al-
ways have a need,” she said.

This story was produced
by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read
more stories and donate at
sdnewswatch.org and sign
up for an email to get stories
when they’re published.
Contact statehouse inves-
tigative reporter Kevin Kil-
lough at kevin killough@sd
newswatch.org.

TO PLACE AN AD CALL KATE AT
605-440-1248

or email
chroniclewriter2@gmail.com
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Men's Breakfast Bible
Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

Merchants Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, SD

8 AM to 5 PM

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Life Group

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Lunch Bunch
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Kidzlife

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

3:15-5:15 PM

Keystone Town Board
Meeting

Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, SD

S PM

Youth Group

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7 PM

Thursday 1-8

CPR/AED Morning Session
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8 AM

Women's Bible Study
Fellowship

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

8:30 - 10 AM

Seniors Mahjongg
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1 PM

CPR/AED Afternoon
Session

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kid's
Annex

Hill City, SD

3:15 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Nature's Clues: Intro to
Animal Tracking

The Trailhouse

148 Gordon St.

Custer, SD

6-7:30 PM

ADD/ADHD Support Group
Monument Health Custer
Hospital Conference Room
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Friday 1-9

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Cinnamon Roll Sale
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

9-11 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

a0 e e,
et e ve bein ot 0y
*long time
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BOOK CLUB — Petals & Pages Book Club will meet to
discuss “Killers of a Certain Age” Monday, Jan. 12, at 5
p.m. at Petals & Pages. The book is a thriller about four
60-year-old female assassins who, after decades work-
ing for a clandestine organization called “the Museum,"
are targeted for termination by their own employers
upon their planned retirement. [Submitted Photo)

Seniors Birthday Coffee
Club

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 -11 AM

Storytime

Hill City Public Library
Kids Annex

Hill City, SD

9:30 AM

Story Time

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

10 AM

Grief Support Group
Monument Health
Custer Hospital
Custer, SD

1PM

Wellness Support Group
Monument Health Custer
Hospital

Custer, SD

2PM

Rollerskating
Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, SD

6 -8:30 PM

Saturday 1-10

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

10 AM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

10 AM

Custer Community Action
Team Food Distribution
CAT Building, corner of N.
6th and Lincoln streets
Custer, SD

2-5 PM

Chess Club
Pringle Town Hall
Custer, SD

5-7 PM

Trivia Night - Local
Knowledge

Sprockets Fun Foundry
Keystone, SD

6 PM

Trivia Night w/Mike
With The Wind Winery
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Sunday 1-11

Seniors Sunday Breakfast
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8 AM-12 PM

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alano Club

Custer, SD

10:15 AM

Paint and Sip Party by The
Hill City Arts Council
With the Wind Winery

Hill City, SD

1PM

Monday 1-12

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

Learn to Quilt
Quilted Buffalo
Custer,SD

9 AM to Noon

Seniors Yoga
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD
9:15 AM

AA Meeting
Lighthouse Assembly
Hill City, SD
Noon -1 PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

Noon

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

Noon

Paint And Sip Party - HC
Arts Council

With The Wind Winery
Hill City, SD

1PM

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

4 PM

Bookuquet Book Club -
“Killers of a Certain Age”
Petals & Pages

Custer, SD

5 PM

Custer School District
Board of Education
School Administration
Building

Custer, SD

6 PM

Financial Peace University
Class

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Hermosa Arts & History
Association

HAHA Building

Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Tuesday 1-13

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Zonta

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

1PM

Feeding South Dakota
Truck

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

1-3 PM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-4:30 PM

Seniors Knitting Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-3 PM

Custer City Planning
Commission

Custer City Hall
Custer, SD

5 PM

LIVE MUSIC - LOCAL EVENTS

Custer Meet & Eat
Custer Community Church
Custer, SD

5-7 PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 PM

Hermosa 12-Step
Recovery Program
Hermosa United
Church of Christ
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Ladies Night at

The Cruisin' Canvas
The Cruisin Canvas
Custer, SD

6-8 PM

Bingo Night
Gold Pan Saloon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Hot Springs Amateur
Radio Club

South Annex Building
709 Jensen Highway
Hot Springs, SD

6:30 PM

Pringle Town Board
Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7PM

Elk Mountain School
District Board of Education
Elk Mountain School
Custer, SD

7 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Wednesday 1-14

Custer Area Economic
Development Corp.
Black Hills Energy
Custer, SD

7 AM

Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, SD

8 AMto 5 PM

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Life Group

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Kidzlife

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

3:15-5:15 PM

Youth Group

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Park Board Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

6 PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7 PM

SKATING FUN — Grab those rollerskates and head to
the Keystone Community Center Friday night for some
rollerskating fun. The skating will take place from 6-8:30
p.m. [Al Generated]

Women’s Bible Study
Fellowship

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

8:30 - 10 AM

Seniors Foot Clinic
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Mahjongg
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Soup & Pie
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

1M1AM -1PM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kid's
Annex

Hill City, SD

3:15 PM

Legion Meeting
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Friday 1-16

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Cinnamon Roll Sale
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

9-11 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM-11 AM

Seniors Coffee Club
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Storytime

Hill City Public Library
Kids Annex

Hill City, SD

9:30 AM

Story Time

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

10 AM

The Wilt Brothers /A£
Custer Beacon
Custer, SD

7-10 PM

Saturday 1-17

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

10 AM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

10 AM

Breaking The Winter Blues
Chili Cook-Off

Hill City, SD

MAM -2 PM

Ham Radios in the Park
Butler Park

Hot Springs, SD

Noon

Afterburn 2026 Featuring
Squid City Slingers & The
Pocket Junkies /AF
Custer Beacon

Custer, SD

4-10 PM

Sunday 1-18

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alano Club

Custer, SD

10:15 AM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Lions Club Membership
Drive

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

Monday 1-19

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR
DAY

LACK HIL!S

Learn to Quilt
Quilted Buffalo
Custer, SD

9 AM to Noon

Seniors Yoga
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD
9:15 AM

Hill City Seniors Share A
Lunch

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

11:30 AM

AA Meeting
Lighthouse Assembly
Hill City, SD
Noon - 1 PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

Noon

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

Noon

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

4 PM

Pringle Volunteer Fire
Department Meetings
Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

S PM

Custer City Council
Custer City Hall
Custer, SD

5:30 PM

Financial Peace University
Class

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Tuesday 1-20

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-4:30 PM

Seniors Knitting Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-3PM

Keystone Parks Christmas
Bingo & Potluck

The Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, SD

S PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 PM

Entrepreneur Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

6:30 PM

Hermosa 12-Step
Recovery Program
Hermosa United
Church of Christ
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Hermosa Town Board
Hermosa Town Hall
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Bingo Night
Gold Pan Saloon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Ladies Night at

The Cruisin’ Canvas
The Cruisin Canvas
Custer, SD

6-8 PM

Wednesday 1-21

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Board Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM

Keystone Town Board
Meeting

Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, SD

5 PM

Thursday 1-22

Seniors Mahjongg
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

10 AM
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