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Our experts handpicked this highly acclaimed collection to pair perfectly with 
your favorite dishes from Omaha Steaks. Uncork 12 bottles with bonus gifts 
for just $79.99 (plus $19.99 shipping and tax) as your introduction to the 
Omaha Steaks Wine Club – saving you $160.
Then, look forward to 12 new selections every three months and enjoy a $25 
Omaha Steaks E-Reward Card with each future club case. You’ll also save  
10% on every 12+ bottle purchase and get  
free shipping every time you order. There’s  
no commitment to continue and every bottle  
comes with our 100% guarantee. 

Order now at GetOSWine.com/Sip248
or call 1.855.703.1439 and mention code AGJF002
Savings off retail price. Offer subject to availability and club enrollment. Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently  
from Omaha Steaks, LLC. Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

WORLD-CLASS WINES
PLUS BONUS GIFTS 
only $7999

SAVE 
$160
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   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
SATURDAY, AUG. 2 - 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. 25250 Pilot
Road, three miles west of
Custer. Exercise bike, air
conditioners, games, gun
stuff, home decor and lots
more. 100  31p

GARAGE SALE - SATU-
RAY, AUG. 2. 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. 12457 E. Hwy. 16A
Almost new I-Comfort by
Serta queen sized mattress.
Furniture, crafts, tools, gun
accessories, kitchen items,
toys and more. 98  31p

GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
HUNDREDS OF
DISCOUNTED items at 101
Pine Ave. Hill City -
Saturdays 10 AM Until 4 PM

86  28tfn

HELP WANTED:
CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME
MAINTENANCE II role in
our Building & Grounds
Maintenance Department.
This position supports the
Maintenance Director in
planning and performing
maintenance and janitorial
duties across all county
buildings and grounds.
Leadership of up to two
additional staff may be
required. Requirements:
Applicants must be 18+,
hold a valid SD driver’s
license, and be capable of
operating various tools and
equipment, performing
snow removal, janitorial
tasks, and facility repairs.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs.,
work independently, lead
effectively, and obtain a SD
Commercial Pesticide
Applicator’s License
(Categories G & 4). A back-
ground check and compli-
ance with the County’s drug
policy are mandatory. Wage

& Benefits: Starting pay is
$22.00/hour. Includes paid
holidays, vacation, sick
leave, health insurance,
optional dental, vision, life
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match.
To Apply: Visit www.custer-
countysd.com/employment
or contact Amber Maidens,
HR Director, at 605-673-
8134 or amaidens@custer-
countysd.com. Applications
accepted until position is
filled. Custer County is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer.
CUSTODIAL POSITION -
Maintain and enhance the
Hill City School District's
buildings and grounds.
Starting wage $17.00 per
hour plus insurance and
retirement benefits. To apply
or get more information con-
t a c t
Tamela.Ross@k12.SD.US
or call 605-574-3030.    93  31c

NOW HIRING: FULL-TIME
DEPUTY SHERIFF –
CUSTER COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE.
Custer County is seeking
qualified applicants for the
position of full-time Deputy
Sheriff. This opportunity
offers the chance to serve in
one of the most scenic
areas of South Dakota,
spanning over 1,500 square
miles and featuring land-
marks such as Custer State
Park, Wind Cave National
Park, Jewel Cave National
Monument, Crazy Horse
Memorial, and the Black
Hills National Forest. The
Sheriff’s Office also pro-
vides contract law enforce-
ment for the City of Custer,
Town of Hermosa, and the
U.S. Forest Service. The
starting wage is 25.43
based on experience and
qualifications, with an addi-
tional $1.00 per hour shift
differential for hours worked
between 6:00 PM and 6:00
AM. A full county benefits
package is included.
Deputies are responsible for
enforcing local and state
laws, preventing and inves-
tigating crime and acci-
dents, serving legal
processes, and promoting
public safety through com-
munity policing. Applicants
must be at least 21 years of
age, possess a high school
diploma or GED certificate,
and have a valid driver’s

license with an insurable
driving record. Candidates
must not have prior felony or
domestic violence convic-
tions and must successfully
complete a comprehensive
background investigation. A
current South Dakota Law
Enforcement Officers
Standards and Training
Commission Certificate is
required, or the ability to
obtain certification within
one year of hire. Applicants
must also be available to
work all shifts, including
weekends and holidays.
Applications and complete
details are available on the
Custer County website at
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment. For questions
or additional information,
please contact Amber
Maidens, Human Resource
Director, at 420 Mt.
Rushmore Rd., Custer, SD
57730, by phone at 605-
673-8134, or by email at
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. The position will
remain open until filled.
Custer County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.  88  31c

MISCELLANEOUS
HELP! DOES ANYONE
KNOW where to find Bob
Post’s enclosed trailer? Call
Brenda 605-381-9268. For
his sister, Ricky, 307-660-
6760. 101  31p

AUTOS FOR SALE

2000 JAGUAR XK8
CONVERTIbLE. Like new
condition. 41,000 miles.
$13,000.99  32p

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
bUSINESS FOR SALE.
Turn key coffee shop. Main
St. Hill City. 970-589-1208. 

95  31p

FOR RENT:
YEAR AROUND APART-
MENTS FOR RENT IN HILL
CITY: • 2 BR, one bath in
fourplex apartment; Four BR,
one bath basement apart-

ment. Call Vic at 605-209-
3963. 92 29tfn

TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc

THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR
OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.
Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.
605-440-0123.             82 26tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .

25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AUCTIONS:
INTERSTATE AUCTION
CENTER: Aug 9,
10:00am. 3 Miles East of
SF, exit 402, Brandon,
SD. Heavy machinery
consignment: construc-
tion, farm, lawn… Full
l isting: auctionzip.com
605-331-4550
MISCELLANEOUS:
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACEMENT
SURGERY and suffered
an infection between
2020 and the present
time, you may be entitled
to compensation. Call
Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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Our experts handpicked this highly acclaimed collection to pair perfectly with 
your favorite dishes from Omaha Steaks. Uncork 12 bottles with bonus gifts 
for just $79.99 (plus $19.99 shipping and tax) as your introduction to the 
Omaha Steaks Wine Club – saving you $160.
Then, look forward to 12 new selections every three months and enjoy a $25 
Omaha Steaks E-Reward Card with each future club case. You’ll also save  
10% on every 12+ bottle purchase and get  
free shipping every time you order. There’s  
no commitment to continue and every bottle  
comes with our 100% guarantee. 

Order now at GetOSWine.com/Sip248
or call 1.855.703.1439 and mention code AGJF002
Savings off retail price. Offer subject to availability and club enrollment. Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently  
from Omaha Steaks, LLC. Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

WORLD-CLASS WINES
PLUS BONUS GIFTS 
only $7999

SAVE 
$160
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217
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space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217
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space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Makenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight

Members of a task force
aiming to reduce the proper-
ty tax burden for South
Dakota homeowners are
considering proposals to re-
duce or replace property tax-
es by relying on sales or
transaction taxes.

The task force dug into
two proposals and heard a
new idea from a former law-
maker at its latest meeting in
Rapid City earlier this
month. The Legislative Re-
search Council also prepared
other options to reduce or re-
place property taxes.

“It takes a lot of courage
to try and digest all of this,”
said task force member and
state House Majority Leader
Scott Odenbach, R-
Spearfish. “For too long, be-
cause it’s such a beast, peo-
ple have had trouble getting
their hands around property
taxes, what they fund, and
increased spending, until
people get forced out of their
homes.”

The Comprehensive
Property Tax Task Force
aims to recommend ways to
cut the average South Dako-
ta homeowner’s property
taxes by at least 50 percent.
Lawmakers already adopted
Republican Gov. Larry Rho-
den’s proposal earlier this
year to slow property tax in-
creases with multifaceted re-
forms including a five-year,
countywide 3 percent cap on
growth in owner-occupied
home assessments.

Property taxes go to
schools, counties, cities and
other local taxing entities,
such as water and fire dis-
tricts. Sales taxes go to cities
and the state. The state does
not receive any property tax
revenue.

The total, statewide
amount of property taxes
paid on owner-occupied
homes grew by 64 percent
from 2017 to 2024, accord-
ing to state Department of
Revenue data. A public out-
cry about rising tax bills led
legislators to appoint the
summer task force, which
aims to propose legislation
for the annual winter law-
making session.

The task force has heard
public comment not only in
Rapid City but also in Sioux
Falls and plans to meet three
more times, including in Ab-
erdeen and Pierre.

“I think we’re at a point
where we need to start coa-
lescing ideas and presenting
them,” said the chairman of
the task force, state Senate

President Pro Tempore Chris
Karr, R-Sioux Falls.

Task force hears new pro-
posal

The newest proposal
pitched to the task force this
month would add a flat
$1.50 tax on transactions of
$15 or greater, and add a tax
of 10 percent on smaller
transactions. The new tax,
said former state Sen. Julie
Frye-Mueller, R-Rapid City,
would replace property taxes
entirely by generating $1.75
billion in revenue.

“Our ultimate goal is to
remove the threat of govern-
ment or others from taking
our properties with a tax
lien,” Frye-Mueller said.

A tax lien is a legal claim
that local governments can
place on a home when prop-
erty taxes are delinquent. It
triggers a process that can
ultimately lead to the seizure
and sale of the property.

The transaction taxes
would be added on top of the
state’s current sales tax
structure, which includes the
state 4.2 percent sales tax, up
to 2 percent city sales taxes,
and up to 1 percent addition-
al city taxes on alcohol,
restaurants, event admis-
sions and lodging. 

With all of those rates ap-
plied, the current tax on a
$15 purchase would be
$1.08. With the additional
flat transaction tax, it would
grow to $2.58.

Frye-Mueller said the
transaction taxes would also
be applied to purchases that
are currently exempt from
sales taxes. She and other
speakers said it would not be
regressive since property
taxes would no longer exist
or be figured into monthly
rental amounts.

The proposal uses a cal-
culation relying on visitor
spending from 15 million
people, which made some
lawmakers skeptical. The
state Department of Revenue
would collect the tax and
distribute it among local
governments, based on their
budgeting needs, according
to the presentation. The pro-
posal would allow the Legis-
lature to increase the flat rate
by up to a nickel each year.

The group backing the
proposal, Abolish Property
Taxes South Dakota, plans
to ask legislators to put the
plan on the ballot for voters
to consider. If that fails, they
plan to submit it as a citizen-
initiated ballot measure for
the November 2026 election.

More details on gover-
nor’s proposal

Gov. Rhoden has pro-

posed an optional county-
level sales tax of a half-per-
cent to offset participating
counties’ property taxes on
owner-occupied homes. A
“homeowner tax credit”
would be applied to property
taxes from the revenue gen-
erated from the half-percent
sales tax, according to pro-
posal documents. A home-
owner’s tax bill would show
the amount of tax credits ap-
plied to the property.

If funds from the optional
sales tax fully offset owner-
occupied property taxes in a
county, remaining funds
would be used to lower
property taxes for agricultur-
al and commercial proper-
ties. The tax relief option
could be referred to a public
vote if residents don’t agree
with their local county com-
mission’s decision to impose
it.

Some lawmakers worried
that the sales tax idea would
shift the tax burden from
property to sales and South
Dakotans wouldn’t see an
overall reduction in taxes
they pay. Bureau of Finance
and Management Commis-
sioner Jim Terwilliger and
Sen. Randy Deibert, R-
Spearfish, said homeowners
would save money.

“I’d have to spend
$50,000 before I matched
my local county taxation
with a 0.5 percent sales tax,”
Deibert said. “That’s just in
my district.”

Statewide, a half-percent
sales tax would replace, on
average, 94 percent of a
county’s share of owner-oc-
cupied property taxes, ac-

cording to estimates from
the governor’s administra-
tion. The proposal would not
affect the property taxes re-
ceived by cities, schools and
other local taxing entities.

In Minnehaha County,
the half-percent sales tax
would cover an estimated 98
percent of owner-occupied
property taxes. The strategy
would cover an estimated 76
percent in Pennington Coun-
ty.

Counties that share juris-
diction with tribal land
would see the largest poten-
tial increase in funds to off-
set property taxes, largely
because tribal land is not
subject to property taxes.
The counties that would see
the lowest benefit, based on
the estimates, would be
Turner, Clay and Meade
counties at 48 percent, 52
percent and 56 percent of
owner-occupied taxes, re-
spectively.

LRC studies other op-
tions

In a white paper prepared
by the Legislative Research
Council, eliminating the
county portion of owner-oc-
cupied taxes would, on aver-
age, reduce homeowners’
property taxes by 20 percent.

South Dakota schools re-
ly on three education levies
collected through property
taxes: general education,
special education and capital
outlay. Eliminating the spe-
cial education and general
education levies would re-
duce average owner-occu-
pied property taxes by 25
percent.

Eliminating two educa-

tion and the county levies
would cost $430.8 million to
counties and schools, unless
the loss is replaced with dif-
ferent revenue sources.

The white sheet explored
different ways to replace
property taxes wholly or in
part by increasing local gov-
ernments’ other revenues or
capturing more state funding
for local use, including cut-
ting state government across
the board, raising sales tax
rates, increasing the contrac-
tor’s excise tax rate, redirect-
ing a portion of Future Fund
economic development dol-
lars toward property tax re-
lief, increasing the state’s
share of video lottery rev-
enue, removing some sales
tax and property tax exemp-
tions, and placing a new tax
on vaping. Each proposal
would put some or all of the
savings or gains toward local
governments for property
tax reductions.

The research also dug in-
to a tax that state Senate Ma-
jority Leader Jim Mehlhaff
proposed at a prior meeting.
Mehlhaff, R-Pierre, pro-
posed an additional 1 per-
cent tax on all sales in the
state including currently ex-
empt sales, except for items
intended for resale and items
that, constitutionally, cannot
be taxed. 

Originally, the proposal
was thought to be able to re-
place education property
taxes paid across all types of
property, which was $928.6
million in 2023. Owner-oc-
cupied property taxes paid
for $382.4 million that year.
Based on the latest LRC esti-

mate, the tax would generate
about $698 million in rev-
enue for education.

Odenbach, who chairs the
task force’s school funding
work group, said the revenue
replacement would have to
be “iron clad” and not allow
local governments to in-
crease budgets through prop-
erty taxes later. He added
that some exemptions in the
state tax code could be re-
pealed and cuts could be
made across state govern-
ment, among other things, to
raise money that could be
applied to reduce property
taxes for South Dakotans.

“I think these things are
all in the mix,” Odenbach
said.

South Dakota homeown-
ers paid about $792 million
in owner-occupied property
taxes in 2024. South
Dakotans across all types of
property paid nearly $1.8
billion in property taxes.

Makenzie Huber is a life-
long South Dakotan who
regularly reports on the in-
tersection of politics and
policy with health, educa-
tion, social services and In-
digenous affairs. Her work
with South Dakota Search-
light earned her the title of
South Dakota's Outstanding
Young Journalist in 2024,
and she was a 2024 finalist
for the national Livingston
Awards.

South Dakota Searchlight
is part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization.

Task force considering fundamental tax shift to reduce homeowner burden

TALKING TAXES — State House Speaker Jon Hansen, R-Dell Rapids, speaks during a Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force
meeting July 16 at the Ramkota in Rapid City. At left is state Senate President Pro Tempore Chris Karr, R-Sioux Falls. Karr chairs
the group, and Hansen is the vice-chair. [Submitted Photo/SETH TUPPER - SOUTH DAKOTA SEARCHLIGHT]
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